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Background 
The following HELCOM meetings relevant for HELCOM HABITAT took place since the 15th meeting of 
HELCOM HABITAT: 
 

1. HELCOM GEAR 4/2013, Helsinki, Finland, 13-14 June 2013  
2. HELCOM HOD 41/2013, Helsinki, Finland, 17-18 June 2013 
3. HELCOM HOD 42/2013, Copenhagen, Denmark, 3-4 September 2013  
4. HELCOM HOD 43/2013, Copenhagen, Denmark, 23-24 September 2013 
5. HELCOM HOD 44/2013, Copenhagen, Denmark, 2 October 2013 
6. HELCOM GEAR 5/2013, Helsinki, Finland, 30-31 October 2013  
7. HELCOM MONAS 19/2013, Helsinki, Finland, 19-22 November 2013  
8. HELCOM CORESET II 1/2014, Berlin, Germany, 15-16 January 2014 
9. HELCOM FISH-M 1/2014, Berlin, Germany, 20 January 2014 
10. HELCOM HOD 45/2014, Helsinki, Finland, 6-7 February 2014 
11. HELCOM 35/2014, Helsinki, Finland, 5-6 March 2014 
12. HELCOM FISH-PRO II 1-2014, Warsaw, Poland, 18-20 March 2014 
13. HELCOM GEAR 6-2014, Berlin, Germany, 26-27 March 2014 
 

The complete outcomes of the meetings can be accessed by clicking on the hyperlink within each heading. 
 
Information about the outcome of HELCOM SEAL 7/2013 is presented separately in document 6-1. 

 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the attached extracts from the outcomes of HELCOM meetings 
relevant for HABITAT.  
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Extracts from recent HELCOM meetings of relevance for HABITAT 

1. HELCOM GEAR 4/2013, Helsinki, Finland, 13-14 June 2013  

BALSAM 

The Meeting  

 took note of the information on the BALSAM [former BALMON] project “Baltic Sea Pilot Project: Testing 
new concepts for integrated environmental monitoring of the Baltic Sea” as presented by the 
Professional Secretary. The Meeting took note that the BALSAM proposal was positively evaluated by 
the EC and the consortium has revised its budget according to the reduced funding offer from the EC 
and agreed to take the offer.  

 took note of the information by the Secretariat that the BALSAM project is intended to contribute to 
the revision of monitoring and fill in gaps in areas where less work has been carried out so far and that 
the MORE project is intended to function as the platform allowing input from the BALMON project to 
the political process. 

CORESET I and II, Monitoring and assessment 

The Meeting  

 noted of the information on the progress towards the first set of core indicators and of the CORESET 
final report which have been forwarded for approval by HELCOM HOD 41/2013. 

 took note of the information that Germany is considering the biological effects indicators as 
supplementary indicators since not all are regularly monitored. Germany will continue to consider 
those indicators and if monitored would contribute to HELCOM work. 

 took note of “Planning the work of the CORESET II project (Operationalisation of HELCOM core 
indicators) presented by Germany.  

 agreed that in order to provide for reporting under the MSFD and to allow the development of the 
holistic assessment in 2016, the CORESET II project and thematic expert groups should: 

 further develop and operationalise the first set of core indicators by the mid-2015, basing the work 
on a gap analysis provided by the CORESET project and further analysis of the gaps by the experts, 
in cooperation with data hosts, including ICES, and with the understanding that there will not be 
monitoring available for all core set indicators (e.g. by-catch) by that time, 

 develop fully-fledged core indicator proposals from the set of pre-core indicators defined by 
HELCOM MONAS 18/2013, placing particular focus on the cumulative impacts on benthic habitats 
indicator, noting that Germany is ready to take the lead on it, as well as on the benthic habitats 
indicator by the mid-2015, in this respect Germany highlighted that the indicator "cumulative 
impacts on benthic habitats" was a crucial pressure indicator that should be given priority 
in developing it into a core-indicator. The indicator had the potential to trigger measures under the 
MSFD/BSAP and therefore should be preferably developed to be used for setting up programmes 
of measures under the MSFD in 2015, 

 develop fully-fledged core indicator proposals for some of the candidate indicators indicated in the 
CORESET interim report by the mid-2015, 

 finalise the work on GES boundaries of the first core set of indicators and pre-core indicators, and 
for GES boundaries of new core indicator proposals developed from candidate indicators by the 
mid-2015, 

 develop the first set of HELCOM human pressure indicators by the mid-2015. 

 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=1765970&folderId=2258591&name=DLFE-54306.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/stc/files/Publications/Proceedings/bsep129A.pdf
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 agreed on the arrangements for the next phase of HELCOM work on monitoring and assessments, the 
operationalization phase, taking into account that the activities will be carried out under the HELCOM 
CORESET II project (2013-2015), well linked to the HELCOM MORE project, and that the first step is to 
establish functional expert groups and teams working on eutrophication, hazardous substances and 
biodiversity under the CORESET II project and start working towards a holistic assessment of 2016 at 
the same time supporting the work on monitoring revision, and to this end the Meeting: 

 supported the continuation of the MORE project until the end of 2014, 

 agreed on timetables to develop thematic building blocks on eutrophication, hazardous substances 
and biodiversity during 2014-2016 and a holistic assessment of ecosystem health of the Baltic Sea 
by the end of 2016, taking into account developments in EU on assessments, 

 agreed on the need to finalize the assessment tools (especially CHASE, BEAT and HOLAS) for 
assessment use during 2014 and supported the involvement of an assessment tool expert to 
support the work of thematic experts in this regard, taking into account the need for ownership by 
Contracting Parties of the tools and transparency of the process, 

 was of the opinion that HELCOM should cooperate with institutions having leading expertise on 
economic and social analysis of the use of Baltic waters and of the cost of degradation of the marine 
environment in order to contribute the national activities for the next Initial Assessment’s socio-
economic analysis. 

Marine Litter 

The Meeting  

 took note of the Outcome and Issue paper of the International Conference on Prevention and 
Management of Marine Litter in European Seas, noting that the final version of the issues paper is 
available at  

www.marine-litter-conference-berlin.info/userfiles/file/Issue%20Paper_Final%20Version.pdf and 
agreed to make use of the information when considering the revision of monitoring programmes and 
regional coordination of programmes of measures. 

 took note of the information by the EC that related to monitoring of litter, the TSG Litter will come with 
its recommendations on monitoring litter in the different compartments (beach, bottom, floating, 
water column) mid July 2013. 

 acknowledged that litter is considered an issue in the Baltic Sea and included in marine strategies of the 
countries and in principle supported development of a Baltic action plan on marine litter, noting that 
further information on marine litter is still required to take specific measures.  

Roadmap 

The Meeting  

 agreed on the updated Roadmap of GEAR work and HELCOM’s activities overall and asked the 
Secretariat to forward it to HELCOM HOD 41/2013. 

 also stressed that while the Roadmap currently reflects the activities on monitoring contained in the 
MORE Work Plan 2013-2014, the development of the regional monitoring programme is likely to be an 
activity that continues also in 2015 at least regarding some aspects. 

 agreed to use the Roadmap for communicating specific tasks to other HELCOM groups, taking into 
account the proposals for amended ToR of GEAR intending to clarify the roles of GEAR with other 
HELCOM groups. 

 

 

 

http://www.marine-litter-conference-berlin.info/userfiles/file/Issue%20Paper_Final%20Version.pdf
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2. HELCOM HOD 41, Helsinki, Finland, 17-18 June 2013 

Ministerial deliverables 
 

Bird recommendation 
The Meeting  

 considered the draft HELCOM Recommendation on Safeguarding important bird habitats and migration 
routes in the Baltic Sea from negative effects of wind and wave energy production at sea, and pending 
the study reservations by Russia, Sweden and Denmark to be clarified by 12 August 2013 in principle 
endorsed the draft Recommendation with the following changes: to change “ecosystem approach” to 
“ecosystem-based”, delete from paragraph d) “on direct and indirect effects of underwater noise on 
birds”, not to include the text proposed by Lithuania to paragraph e) and to delete from paragraph h) 
“at least for five years. 

 decided to forward the draft Recommendation to the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting for adoption 
 
Aquaculture recommendation 
The Meeting  

 considered the draft revised HELCOM Recommendation "Measures aimed at the reduction of 
discharges from fresh water and marine aquaculture”. 

 agreed that the issue of sustainable aquaculture is important to be addressed by the Ministerial 
Meeting and more considerations are needed to finalise the draft Recommendation. 

 decided on arranging an electronic consultation between relevant experts of the Contracting Parties to 
work out compromise text of the draft Recommendation with a view to finalise it for endorsement by 
HOD 42/2013. The Meeting welcomed the offer by Finland to lead this work with support of the 
Secretariat. 

 welcomed the offer by HELCOM HABITAT Chair to collect additional comments of HELCOM HABITAT on 
the draft Recommendation with regards to issues related to biodiversity by 26 July 2013.  

 
Monitoring and Assessment Strategy 
The Meeting  

 endorsed the reviewed HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Strategy and agreed to forward it to the 
HELCOM Ministerial Meeting for adoption. 

 

First final set of core indicators 
The Meeting 

 considered the first final set of HELCOM core indicators for biodiversity and hazardous substances, 
stressed the importance of the common HELCOM set of indicators in providing a basis for joint 
assessments and regionally coordinated monitoring. The Meeting noted that applicability of each core 
indicator has been considered by the experts, advice is given on the indicator background reports, and 
indicators are expected to be implemented where ecologically feasible.  

 acknowledged that the core indicator set should be further developed by the CORESET II project and 
that the Good Environment Status boundaries of the core indicators are provisional and will also be 
further developed by the HELCOM CORESET II project. 

 agreed to publish the first HELCOM core set of biodiversity and hazardous substances core indicators 
on the HELCOM web page. The Danish delegation noted with appreciation the final draft CORESET 
report and stated that the proposed indicators could be supported in principle. Denmark regarded the 
CORESET indicators as a good inspirational basis for assessing the regional fulfilment of the 
environment targets in the BSAP and MSFD. At the same time, Denmark noted the need to take local 
conditions into account.  

 took note of the statement by the EU that it welcomes the Draft HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment 
Strategy. The EU encourages its Member States to make use of the core indicators and the Monitoring 
Strategy under the MSFD and incorporate them in their national reporting under the MSFD. The 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79420&folderId=2258447&name=DLFE-54388.pdf
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Commission underlines that member states national reports will form the basis for its assessment of 
the compliance and conformity with the MSFD. 

 
Assessment of cod 
The Meeting  

 considered the assessment of cod for the HELCOM Red List and took note of the study reservations on 
the cod assessment by Denmark and Germany and that Sweden and the EU lifted their study 
reservations. Sweden lifted its study reservation on redlisting of cod with the understanding that it will 
not pre-suppose the fishery quota negotiations between competent authorities beyond the mandate of 
HELCOM. 

 took note of the EU statement that there are differences in the concepts and methodologies applied by 
the IUCN and in fisheries science. Some of the differences concern the use of data sources and 
modelling approaches. These can lead to different assessments, for example, of the risk of cod 
extinction in the Baltic. These differences are not specific to Baltic cod, and cannot be resolved in the 
assessment of a given species. EU recommends HELCOM's fisheries and habitats expert groups to work 
more closely together in future revisions of the HELCOM red list assessments of fish and lamprey 
species so as to ensure a stronger integration of their respective knowledge and expertise. EU also 
welcomes the continued engagement of the IUCN and ICES. The Meeting took note that Poland 
supported the EU statement.  

 invited Denmark and Germany to clarify their study reservations by 19 July 2013 by informing the 
Secretariat (maria.laamanen@helcom.fi) and pending the clarification of the study reservations, the 
Meeting agreed on the cod assessment with the understanding that the results will be incorporated 
into the HELCOM Red List of species in danger of becoming extinct as well as the Species Information 
Sheets.  

Red list of Baltic Sea Species in danger of becoming extinct and Species Information Sheets 
The Meeting  

 considered the HELCOM Red List of Baltic Sea Species in danger of becoming extinct and thanked the 
HELCOM Red List project for the extensive work carried out to produce the Red List.  

 noted the study reservations by Denmark and Germany on the HELCOM Red List of Baltic Sea Species 
and invited them to clarify their study reservations by 19 July 2013 by informing the Secretariat 
(maria.laamanen@helcom.fi) and, pending the clarification of the study reservations, approved for 
publishing the Red List of Baltic Sea in danger of becoming extinct and decided to publish the report in 
the Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings and agreed to forward it as input to the Ministerial Meeting. 

 considered Species Information Sheets (SIS) from HELCOM RED LIST, i.e. for red-listed birds, benthic 
invertebrates, macrophytes, marine mammals and fish and lamprey species, noting that the Species 
Information Sheet for cod will be prepared based on the material in document “Assessment of cod for 
the HELCOM Red List”. 

 took note of the statement by Denmark that the SISs can be considered expert advice and the study 
reservation by Germany. The Meeting invited Germany to clarify its study reservation by 19 July 2013 
by informing the Secretariat (maria.laamanen@helcom.fi). Pending the clarification of the German 
study reservation, the Meeting approved for publishing the sheets on the HELCOM website and making 
them available as background information for the Ministerial Meeting. 

 further thanked all who have contributed to the RED LIST project for their work and dedication which 
has allowed HELCOM to make the major milestone regarding the implementation of the BSAP 
biodiversity segment. 

 

 

 

mailto:maria.laamanen@helcom.fi
mailto:maria.laamanen@helcom.fi
mailto:maria.laamanen@helcom.fi
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Underwater Biotope and Habitat classification system 
The Meeting 

 approved the draft Technical Report of HELCOM Underwater Biotope and Classification (HUB) for 
publishing in the Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings and mandated the Secretariat to look for means 
to complete the biotope descriptions after the Ministerial Meeting. 

 took note that habitats and biotopes will be assessed for a threat of extinction and the resulting Red list 
of biotopes, as well as that the Biotope Information Sheets will be presented for approval to HELCOM 
HOD 42/2013. 

 

HELCOM FISH-PRO 
The Meeting  

 considered the project proposal for continuation of the Project for Baltic-wide assessment of coastal 
fish communities in support of an ecosystem-based management (HELCOM FISH-PRO II). The Meeting 
agreed on the proposal by Denmark to change indent 3 under point 6 Expected results to read 
“Further analyse the basis for spatial coverage of coastal fish monitoring…”. Based on the comments 
received, the Meeting approved the revised project proposal as contained in Annex 3 to the Outcome 
(of HOD 41). The Meeting welcomed that Sweden confirmed its Lead Party role for this HELCOM 
activity.  

 

HELCOM HABITAT 
The Meeting  

 took note of the outcome of HELCOM HABITAT 15/2013 held in Riga, Latvia, on 14-17 May 2013. 

 took note of the information by Sweden that it can lift its study reservation on the issue of seal Limit 
Reference Levels (LRLs) and how to link it to the core indicators on seals. The Meeting took note of the 
statement that Sweden considers that their seal populations are in stable condition.  

 took note of the information by Finland that this issue is still open and under negotiation in Finland. 
The Meeting invited Finland to inform HELCOM HOD 42/2013 on whether it can accept the proposed 
LRLs as considered during HELCOM HOD 39/2012. 

 took note of the conclusion and overview made by HELCOM HABITAT regarding the completion of the 
seal management plans that the management plans are well underway in those countries where there 
are seal populations and further progress is expected in 2014 by nearly all Contracting Parties with seal 
populations and agreed to use the overview of management plans to support the preparations for the 
Ministerial Meeting, as well as to be made available on HELCOM website along with the BSAP Index of 
Actions and as background information for 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting. 

 agreed to hold the Seventh Meeting of the ad hoc HELCOM Seal expert group (HELCOM SEAL 7/2013) 
on 15-17 October 2013 in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

 noted the plans by HELCOM HABITAT to start the review of Recommendation 15/5 “System of coastal 
and Marine Baltic Sea Protected Areas (BSPA)” with the aim to finish the review by HELCOM 35/2014. 

 endorsed the Work Programme of HELCOM HABITAT 2013-2015  

 endorsed the holding of the next meeting of HELCOM HABITAT 16/2014 on 13-16 May 2014 and 
welcomed the invitation by Sweden to hold the meeting in Sweden. 

 took note of the re-election Ms. Katarzyna Kaminska, Poland, as the Chair and Ms. Penina Blankett, 
Finland, as the Vice-Chair of HELCOM HABITAT for 2013-2015. 
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 considered and approved in principle the revised Recommendation 17/3 on Information and 
consultation with regard to construction of new installations affecting the Baltic Sea, taking into 
account comments and proposals for correction by Russia. The Meeting agreed to finalise the work on 
approval of the draft recommendation by correspondence and invited the Contracting Parties to inform 
the Secretariat (maria.laamanen@helcom.fi) about their decision not later than by 2 July 2013. 

 took note of the proposals by Oceana for Marine Protected Areas in the Baltic Sea and Kattegat and 
agreed to take them into account in the preparations for the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting. 

 

HELCOM FISH/ENV Forum 

The Meeting took note of the outcome of HELCOM FISH/ENV Forum 9/2013 held in Tallinn, Estonia, on 29 
April 2013 and especially of: 

 comments and input to draft Ministerial Declaration; the input has been circulated to the Contracting 
Parties following the distribution of the second draft of the Ministerial Declaration;  

 progress of the inception phase of the BALTFIMPA Project; 

 discussion on draft revised HELCOM Recommendation on measures aimed at the reduction of 
discharges from fresh water and marine aquaculture; 

 addressing problem of marine litter e.g. through minimization of lost gears and ghost nets; 

 general support towards establishment of a Task Force on Migratory Fish Species within 
Fisheries/Environment Forum; 

 suggestion to hold the next meeting of the Fisheries/Environment Forum in November 2013 e.g. 
back-to-back arrangement with MSP/fisheries workshop. 

The Meeting 

 considered the proposal for establishment of a Task Force on migratory species under HELCOM Baltic 
Fisheries and Environment Forum and decided, without prejudice to the efforts for streamlining 
HELCOM’s work, to establish the Task Force and arrange the kick-off of the Task Force in 2014, 
preferably back-to-back with HELCOM Fisheries/Environment Forum.  

 invited the Task Force to ensure in its work that ICES expertise and knowledge is duly taken into 
account, e.g. through participation of relevant ICES experts and avoiding duplication of tasks with 
relevant ICES groups. 

 considered that HELCOM-ICES cooperation is an issue to be addressed also in the future work of 
HELCOM. 

 noted the study reservation of Latvia on participation in the Task Force due to changed name of the 
Latvian Fish Resource Agency, to be clarified by 2 July 2013 latest to the Secretariat 
(mikhail.durkin@helcom.fi).  

 took note of the Chairman’s report of the First BALTFIMPA Stakeholder Conference, concluding the 
Initial Phase of the project, and noted the plans to re-submit the improved larger-scale BALTFIMPA 
application to 2013 Call of LIFE+ Programme. 

  

mailto:maria.laamanen@helcom.fi
mailto:mikhail.durkin@helcom.fi
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3.  HELCOM HOD 42/2013, Copenhagen, Denmark, 3-4 September 2013  
 

Ministerial deliverables 
 
Aquaculture recommendation 
The Meeting  

 considered the revised draft HELCOM Recommendation "Measures aimed at the reduction of 
discharges from fresh water and marine aquaculture" and took note that Denmark is in general ready 
to accept the draft with a deletion of point 4 c) i. The Meeting also took note that the European Union, 
Finland, Germany and Sweden still need further consultation on the draft, before it can be submitted 
for adoption by the Ministerial Meeting. The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties to submit their 
comments to the Secretariat (mikhail.durkin@helcom.fi) as soon as possible but not later than by 13 
September 2013 to enable further drafting and circulation of the revised proposal to national experts 
prior to HOD 43/2013. 
 

Red List of Baltic Sea biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes and Biotope Information Sheets 
(BIS) 
The Meeting  

 approved the HELCOM Red List of Baltic Sea biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes and decided to 
publish it in the Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings, as well as to make it available on the HELCOM 
website as input to the Ministerial Meeting. 

 considered the HELCOM Red List Biotope Information Sheets (BIS), agreed that the Contracting Parties 
should have time until 13 September 2013 to comment on the BISs by informing the Secretariat 
(maria.laamanen@helcom.fi) and decided to reconsider the BISs during HELCOM HOD 43/2013.  

 
Assessment of cod and Red List of species 
The Meeting  

 recalled that HELCOM HOD 41/2013 considered the assessment of cod for the HELCOM Red List of 
species in danger of becoming extinct and took note of the study reservations on the cod assessment 
by Denmark and Germany. The Meeting also recalled that HOD 41/2013 invited Denmark and Germany 
to clarify their study reservations by 19 July 2013 and pending the clarification of the study 
reservations, the meeting agreed on the cod assessment with the understanding that the results will be 
incorporated into the HELCOM Red List of species in danger of becoming extinct as well as the Species 
Information Sheets. Denmark and Germany also left study reservations on the HELCOM Red List of 
Baltic Sea Species and Germany on the Species Information Sheets (SISs), both products having been 
otherwise adopted by HELCOM HOD 41/2013. 

 took note of the information by Germany and Denmark on their positions regarding the Red List 
assessment of the cod, and in connection to that also their positions regarding the approval for 
publishing of the Red List and associated SISs on which the countries also have study reservations. The 
Meeting also took note of the information by Germany and Denmark about still ongoing domestic 
negotiations with regard to deleting cod from the Red List and the common approach of both 
countries, that an evaluation by ICES is regarded as extremely important. Thus the Meeting agreed to 
invite ICES – together with Denmark and Germany – to develop a building block, be it a disclaimer or a 
‘real building block’ for the Red List.  The building block ought to have complementary information on 
the current status and recent recovery of the cod in the Baltic Sea according to the ICES knowledge, the 
differences in the approaches of ICES and IUCN to the assessment and why it is nevertheless justified to 
red list the cod. The Meeting invited ICES to contribute with such complementary information.  

 took note of the view by Oceana that the approaches by ICES and IUCN are different but 
complementary and that it is understood that ICES advice still drives management. The Meeting further 
took note of the statement by CCB that if one species among the over 1700 addressed species will 
receive special treatment and an exception, the credibility of HELCOM in handling biodiversity issues 
will be lost. Both organisations stressed the importance of finalising the red listing process, including 
the red listing of the cod. 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79420&folderId=2351178&name=DLFE-54711.pdf
mailto:mikhail.durkin@helcom.fi
mailto:maria.laamanen@helcom.fi
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 agreed to reconsider the publishing of the Red List of species and the Species Information Sheets in the 
next HOD meeting after such a “building block” is developed.  
 

Status of the network of Baltic Sea marine protected areas 
 considered the final draft overview of the status of the network of Baltic Sea marine protected areas, 

agreed that Contracting Parties should have time until 13 September 2013 to further comment on the 
report and decided to publish it on the HELCOM website and to use it as supporting material for the 
2013 Ministerial Meeting. 
 

Marine Litter 
 welcomed the draft section on marine litter on the basis of the outcome of the correspondence 

drafting group led by Germany to re-draft the section on marine litter of the draft Declaration, noted 
preliminary comments by Finland on the need to consider the scope of the proposed Action Plan for 
marine litter and invited the Contracting Parties to submit their comments to the draft by 13 
September 2013. 

 

Bird recommendation 
 took note that Sweden and Russia are not yet ready to clarify their study reservations on the draft 

Recommendation on important bird habitats and migration routes, to be adopted by the Ministerial 
Meeting, and invited these Contracting Parties to inform the Secretariat of their position by 13 
September 2013 at the latest. 

 

HELCOM HABITAT 

The Meeting  

 took note of the information by Finland that it is not ready to lift its study reservation on Limit 
Reference Levels (LRLs) for seals and agreed to come back to this issue at the next HOD meeting.  

 took note of the information on Progress of the review of HELCOM Recommendation 15/5 “System of 
Coastal and Marine Baltic Sea Protected Areas (BSPA)” with an intention to finalise the revision by 
HELCOM 35/2014 and welcomed the willingness of Finland to continue as a Lead Country for this 
recommendation. 

 

4. HELCOM HOD 43/2013, Copenhagen, Denmark, 23-24 September 2013 

Limit Reference Levels for seals 

The Meeting took note of the information by Finland agreeing to accept the LRL of 10,000 seals with the 
understanding that the haul-out fraction used in the calculations is 70%. 

Ministerial deliverables 

Bird recommendation 

The Meeting  

 took note of the information by Sweden and Russia that they are ready to lift their study reservations 
on HELCOM Recommendation on safeguarding important bird habitats and migration routes in the 
Baltic Sea from negative effects of wind and wave energy production at sea. 

Aquaculture recommendation 

The Meeting  

 considered the revised Draft HELCOM Recommendation on sustainable aquaculture and was of the 
opinion that it needs further drafting and consolidating the views of the Contracting Parties and 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79420&folderId=2453916&name=DLFE-54791.pdf
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therefore agreed that it should not be put forward for adoption at the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial 
Meeting. The Meeting agreed that a new HELCOM recommendation aiming at sustainable aquaculture 
should be developed within 2014 to supersede HELCOM Recommendation 25/4, in coordination with 
relevant HELCOM Groups and taking into account recent and ongoing developments within the 
European Union.  

Assessment of cod, Red List of species and Species Information Sheets 

The Meeting 

 considered the assessment of the risk of extinction of the cod and finalization of the decision to publish 
the HELCOM Red List of Baltic Sea species and Species Information Sheets, including cod and possible 
building blocks addressing cod and pending clarifications of study reservations by Germany and 
Denmark.  

 took note of the information by Germany and Denmark that both countries have progressed in their 
national negotiations. 

 

5. HELCOM HOD 44/2013, Copenhagen, Denmark, 2 October 2013 

 
Assessment of cod and Red List of species 

The Meeting welcomed the information that Germany and Denmark can agree to the proposal by Germany 
regarding cod in the RED LIST assessment which includes two footnotes to be inserted to the Red List of 
species report, and that the cod Species Information Sheet (as presented in HELCOM HOD 42/2013) is to be 
accompanied by ICES note from February 2013 (presented to HELCOM HOD 41/2013). The Meeting decided 
to publish the Species Information Sheets and the “Red List of species in danger of becoming extinct” in 
accordance with document “Red list of species and cod assessment”. 

 

6. HELCOM GEAR 5/2013, Helsinki, Finland, 30-31 October 2013 
 
BALSAM 

The Meeting  

 took note of the of the start of the EU funded Pilot Project BALSAM: Testing new concepts for 
integrated environmental monitoring of the Baltic Sea, as presented by Ms. Johanna Karhu, Project 
Coordinator of BALSAM and welcomed the plan to arrange the kick-off meeting of the project on 14-15 
November 2013 in the Secretariat, and the establishing of a working structure for the project, including 
a Steering Group consisting of the Professional Secretary, Project Coordinator and Working Package 
leaders. 

 invited the Project Coordinator to also inform HELCOM HABITAT of the progress and plans of the 
project since the project works on biodiversity aspects. 

 

CORESET II 

A drafting group formed by Germany, Finland and Sweden developed a Guidance for organising and 
executing the work under CORESET II and the Meeting agreed on the slightly amended guidance.  

For setting up the implementation plan, the Meeting invited Contracting Parties to offer (leading and/or 
assisting) task managers for the indicators and to comment on the preliminary contents of the table by 2 
December 2013, and 

 agreed to organise the kick-off meeting of HELCOM CORESET II on 15-16 January 2014. 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79420&folderId=2478921&name=DLFE-54872.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=1765970&folderId=2437289&name=DLFE-55122.pdf
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 supported the proposed working level cooperation between the HELCOM CORESET and OSPAR COBAM 
groups to exchange information and collaborate on the development of indicators. 

Roadmap of HELCOM activities 

The Meeting  

 took note of the Roadmap of HELCOM activities endorsed by HELCOM HOD 41/2013 and updated by 
the Secretariat to take into account the decisions of HELCOM HOD 41/2013 and the outcome of the 
Ministerial Meeting especially related to monitoring, indicators and assessments. 

 supported the updated Roadmap with reflections of the Ministerial outcomes in general and found the 
Roadmap approach helpful for planning the work. 

 noted that the Roadmap will be continuously updated according to the progress of work and decided to 
consider the GEAR role in the Roadmap in further detail in the next GEAR meeting.  

 pointed out that GEAR role and tasks need to be reflected in further detail, possibly as a separate 
document to the next meeting, and the ecosystem health addressed in a broader manner including 
work from MSP WG and MARITIME group. 

 

7. HELCOM MONAS 19/2013, Helsinki, Finland 19-22 November 2013  

The Meeting  

 took note of the status of updating the Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheets and that all the latest fact 
sheets are available via the HELCOM website and new updated ones will be added once submitted to 
the Secretariat. 

CORESET II 

The Meeting  

 took note that GEAR has revised the structure of the project i.e. by dividing the work to develop the 
core indicators among experts, and naming them leading or supporting Task Managers.  

 was of the opinion that the kick-off meeting of CORESET II should focus on detailed planning of the core 
set indicator expert work and it should also carry out a gap analysis of the core indicator set in order to 
advise on additional core indicators that should be developed. The gap analysis should focus on needs 
stemming from BSAP and MSFD as well as indicator-based holistic assessment. The Meeting considered 
that the workshop could also consider how the different core indicators are located in the Drivers-
Pressures-State-Impacts-Response scheme, noting that there are differing views on e.g. whether some 
eutrophication indicators are pressure or state indicators and it would be helpful to have a logical and 
well-justified positioning of the indicators along the DPSIR axis prior to starting the holistic assessment. 

 took note that Germany and Latvia are not prepared to employ biological effects indicators as core 
indicators but as supplementary indicators. 

 

Marine litter and underwater noise 

 took note of and considered information about national project activities regarding marine litter and 
underwater noise. 

 took note that at the 11th meeting of the EU MSFD Coordination Group, MSFD monitoring guidance 
documents on underwater noise and marine litter1 were discussed and supported for adoption. The 
Meeting noted that there is a need for these to be adapted to the regional and sub-regional context. 

                                                           
1
 In CIRCABC, navigate to ”Environment” -> Marine Strategy -> 11-11th Meeting of MSCG to access the documents 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=80219&folderId=2470408&name=DLFE-55240.pdf
https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/wai/navigation/container.jsp
https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/wai/navigation/container.jsp
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 was of the opinion that it is important to establish expert activities to further develop indicators and 
monitoring of marine litter and underwater noise and discussed how to address and carry out this work 
at a regional level. For marine litter a regional action plan is to be developed by 2015. 

 agreed to establish an intersessional correspondence activity with the aim to form an expert network 
and as the first step prepare material for further consideration by a meeting of experts during a 
thematic session at HELCOM MONAS 20/2014. The Meeting welcomed the offer of Germany (Ms. 
Stefanie Werner, Stefanie.werner@uba.de) to take the lead in the activity on marine litter.  

 agreed that HELCOM MONAS 20/2014 should have a thematic expert session on marine litter, based on 
the material prepared by the intersessional activity lead by Germany. HELCOM MONAS 20/2014 should 
also discuss whether it is necessary to establish a HELCOM expert group on marine litter. The Meeting 
invited Contracting Parties to nominate national experts on marine litter to take part in marine litter 
work and inform Ms. Werner by mid December 2013 with the view that this expert network should 
provide coordinated input for the thematic session on marine litter of the next meeting of HELCOM 
MONAS. 

 discussed how to carry out further regional work on development of an underwater noise indicator and 
monitoring. The Meeting felt that a good starting point for establishing a foundation for monitoring of 
noise could be the BIAS project and welcomed the offer from the BIAS HELCOM contact person Mr. 
Jukka Pajala (jukka.pajala@ymparisto.fi) to cooperate with HELCOM and take a lead on development of 
regionally coordinated monitoring and assessment of underwater noise under the HELCOM umbrella. 
The Meeting agreed to initiate an intersessional activity under the lead of the BIAS HELCOM contact 
person with the view that HELCOM MONAS 20/2014 will devote a thematic session to underwater 
noise based on preparations by and material from the intersessional activity. 

HELCOM FISH-PRO expert network 

The Meeting 

 took note of the information about recent activities of the HELCOM FISH-PRO expert network on Baltic-
wide assessment of coastal fish communities in support for an ecosystem-based management. The 
Meeting noted that HELCOM HOD 41/2013 approved the continuation of the project under the name 
of HELCOM FISH-PRO II, which covers the years 2013-2018.  

 appreciated the work of the expert group in producing a second thematic assessment of the status of 
coastal fish communities in the Baltic, in developing HELCOM core indicators within the HELCOM 
CORESET project and updating the Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheet on coastal fish. The Meeting also 
valued the inputs of HELCOM FISH-PRO to the HELCOM RED LIST and MORE projects.  

 noted that the project aims to finalize their thematic assessment in 2018 and covers only non-
commercial fish species in coastal areas. The Meeting pointed out the need to ensure that the work of 
this group contributes to the upcoming biodiversity and holistic assessment and is also aligned with the 
reporting requirements under the MSFD. The Meeting welcomed the information about the intention 
of the project to extend indicator development to include also other data sources (commercial catch 
statistics).  

Second holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) 

The Meeting  

 considered initial proposals for a way forward towards elaborating a second holistic assessment of 
ecosystem health of the Baltic Sea as presented by Ms. Maria Laamanen, HELCOM Secretariat. The 
Meeting agreed that the assessment should be developed so that it can also serve as a regional “roof 
report” that could be reported by all Baltic Sea EU member states under the MSFD for second cycle 
initial assessment in 2018. 

 discussed the need to review and update HELCOM assessment tools and recalled the HELCOM TOOLS 
workshop held in December 2011. The Meeting felt that the HELCOM TOOLS 1/2011 workshop was 
very useful and proposed the arranging of a second assessment tool workshop.  

mailto:Stefanie.werner@uba.de
mailto:jukka.pajala@ymparisto.fi
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 discussed how to proceed with the elaboration of a second holistic assessment and stressed that a 
project should be established to provide a framework and support for the assessment work. A drafting 
group elaborated a first draft outline of the contents of the assessment, as well as initial ideas for a 
project proposal for a second holistic assessment (2014-2016). The Meeting discussed and updated the 
draft outline and project contents as contained in Annex 4. The Meeting mandated the Secretariat to 
prepare a draft project proposal and to investigate options for funding the project, and requested the 
Secretariat to forward the draft outline and draft project proposal to HELCOM GEAR 6/2014 for further 
discussion and elaboration.  

 agreed on the need to ensure transparency of the development of assessment tools and the tools 
themselves and that HELCOM should have full ownership of the tools. 

 

8. HELCOM CORESET II 1/2014, Berlin, Germany, 15-16 January 2014 
The Meeting 

 elected the Project Manager of CORESET II, Lena Avellan, as a chair for the present meeting. The 
Professional Secretary underlined that CORESET II is still looking for a chair from the Contracting 
Parties for the continuation of the project. 

 discussed that while CORESET II should report to HELCOM GEAR and HELCOM MONAS, the HELCOM 
HABITAT should be informed because it can provide advice to the project from a scientific and technical 
point of view on biodiversity indicators and noted that the next HABITAT meeting is to be held 13-16 
May 2014. 

 discussed that the work on defining GES-boundaries need to be pragmatic and may also need to use 
interim approaches e.g. trends.  

 was of the opinion that information on GES-boundaries should be communicated to the policy level as 
soon as possible and this could be achieved by the continuous reporting to HELCOM GEAR that will take 
place during the duration of the project. 

 stressed that the success of CORESET II depends on allocation of resources and funding by Contracting 
Parties for participation in the project and noted that for some indicators very few TMs both in lead 
and assisting have been proposed and that the next GEAR meeting will be informed about it. A list of 
indicators with no TMs or only Assisting TMs is contained in Annex 3. 

 emphasized that for efficient development of indicators the long-term experience and cooperation of 
the existing HELCOM expert network such as HELCOM SEAL, FISH-PRO II, PEG, ZEN-QAI should be used 
as source of expertise in CORESET II and invited HELCOM GEAR to consider this further. 
 

9. FISH-M HELCOM FISH-M 1/2014, Berlin, Germany, 20 January 2014 
 
The kick-off meeting of the HELCOM Task Force on migratory fish species under HELCOM Fisheries and 
Environment Forum (HELCOM FISH-M 1/2014) was held in January 2014. The Task Force was set up in order 
to exchange best practices, knowledge and experiences on regional level, as well as to develop follow-up 
initiatives and common solutions addressing migratory fish species related actions of the HELCOM Baltic 
Sea Action Plan. 
 

The meeting discussed challenges, cross-cutting issues and priorities for the Task Force to address based on 
expert presentations on Baltic salmon, sea trout, eel, whitefish, sturgeon, twaite shad, vimba and on 
techniques to improve downstream migration.  

 

 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=1765970&folderId=2595474&name=DLFE-55534.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79305&folderId=2595692&name=DLFE-55689.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79305&folderId=2595692&name=DLFE-55689.pdf
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10. HELCOM HOD 45/2014, Helsinki, Finland, 6-7 February 2014 

Implementation of ecosystem approach 

The Meeting 

 noted that the HELCOM input on its activities has been introduced to the MSFD Common 
Implementation Strategy, which along with contributions by other Regional Sea Conventions (RSCs) 
provides an opportunity for broader and improved cooperation and coordination of activities related to 
the marine environment protection, and supported that also in the future HELCOM will provide 
continuous inputs and updates on its developments to the Common Implementation Strategy.  

 requested Latvia and Russia to nominate experts to HELCOM MORE and encouraged all Contracting 
Parties to attend the GEAR meetings. 

 welcomed and supported the proposed way forward to strengthen cooperation with OSPAR, Bonn 
Agreement, Black Sea Commission and ICES, and the outline of concrete areas where cooperation could 
be pursued. The Meeting noted that increased cooperation is also associated with additional 
coordination tasks and that also in the area of collaboration prioritization has to be made. Further, a 
consideration should be given which are the concrete outputs and gained synergies that can be 
achieved.  

 encouraged cooperation with ICES, but also pointed out that the Contracting Parties to HELCOM are 
member countries in ICES and as such should be active to ensure that the work in ICES supports the 
needs of HELCOM.  

 
Streamlining of HELCOM 
 discussed the document on the Role of the Helsinki Commission and Heads of Delegation and agreed 

that the current rules and division of responsibilities of HELCOM and HOD meet the needs of the 
Contracting Parties and the purposes of the Convention.  

 Considering the HELCOM’s role in the Baltic Sea Region the Meeting stressed that HELCOM work is a 
basis for all marine protection policies in the region. The Meeting noted that existing fora in the Baltic 
Sea Region have their specific roles for improvement and coherence of regional cooperation in 
different fields, and they could contribute and support HELCOM’s work, also at highest political level.  

 discussed the possibilities to vitalize the meetings of the Helsinki Commission, e.g. by having 
Commission meetings at the ministerial level/including a high-level segment, by making the annual 
meetings more attractive and appealing for discussion of matters of specific theme of political interest 
or cross-cutting issues (e.g. marine litter, agriculture), as well as to media and general public. The 
Meeting found the current frequency of meetings of HOD appropriate and acknowledged the possibility 
to adjust it as need arise.  

 noted that the increasing attention to “blue growth” and global processes, e.g. the upcoming UNEP 
assessment of the world seas, will increase the need for marine protection in the future. 

 discussed the lessons learnt from running projects under the HELCOM umbrella and in general 
supported the use of projects in HELCOM’s work.  

 
HELCOM databases 
The Meeting  

 highlighted the importance of RSCs cooperation and striving for one reporting on monitoring data in 
the Baltic Sea serving both BSAP and MSFD and that when further considering the databases 
developments, the data needs should be considered. 

 took note of the comments by EU regarding the databases related to exploring possibilities to link to 
OSPAR database, that using MAIA framework (structure for MPA database in OSPAR) might require 
HELCOM specific modifications and consequently can be resource intensive for the Secretariat, on the 
need to know budgetary implications (establishment and running costs). 

 Regarding the MPA database, Sweden explained that MAIA system (structure for MPA database in 
OSPAR) has been developed (using open source software) under Interreg project and hosted by French 
administration. A decision was made to transfer the data from Germany (previous host) to OSPAR 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79420&folderId=2599105&name=DLFE-55680.pdf
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database and Sweden is testing the structure of the database with the Swedish MPAs for both North 
Sea and Baltic Sea during the spring (workshop on effective management of MPAs in Sweden). The 
Meeting invited OSPAR to share the results of the testing in HELCOM with the view to support decision-
making on hosting the HELCOM MPAs database. 

 

Draft Recommendation on coastal and marine Baltic Sea protected areas (HELCOM MPA) 
The Meeting  

 considered the draft HELCOM Recommendation on coastal and marine Baltic Sea protected areas 
(HELCOM MPA) intended for adoption at HELCOM 35-2014.  

 took note of the specific comments by Sweden and Germany regarding the text of the draft 
Recommendation, including using possible replacement of term “Baltic Sea Protected Areas” with 
“Marine Protected Areas” in order to harmonise with internationally accepted terms. The Meeting also 
took note of the study reservation by Denmark wishing to investigate coherence of the IUCN and EU 
requirements.  

 invited the Contracting Parties to submit their final comments in writing to the Secretariat and Lead 
Party Finland by 12 February 2014 and also to clarify their positions by 4 March 2014 with a view to 
have the recommendation adopted at HELCOM 35-2014.  
 

Establishment of a European Red List of Habitats 
The Meeting agreed on the HELCOM involvement and input to the project “Establishment of a European 
Red List of Habitats”. The Meeting noted the clarification by the Secretariat that Baltic Sea experts’ 
contribution to the project will take place during 2014, while the final report of the project is scheduled to 
be ready by mid-2016. The Meeting mandated the Secretariat to proceed with formal arrangements 
regarding the project. 
 
The Meeting took note of the proposal by Oceana for 13 areas of high ecological importance to become 

new marine protected areas in the Baltic Sea.  

 

11. HELCOM 35/2014, Helsinki, Finland, 5-6 March 2014 

Outcome of the 2013 HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial Meeting 

The Meeting 

 took note of the final stage of national consultation on the revised Baltic Sea Action Plan Country-
Allocated Reduction Targets (CARTs) taking place in Poland, still to be considered at the level of the 
Council of Ministers.  

 considered and endorsed the updated Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach and 
agreed to use it as a major planning tool for HELCOM work. 

 further agreed on the process of continuous updating and use of the Roadmap as follows: 

 the Secretariat will keep the Roadmap updated according to progressing work and new decisions 
taken in HELCOM, including decisions by the Heads of Delegation on priorities; the updating will 
also include the contributions by subsidiary bodies as soon as the new working structure of 
HELCOM is decided; 

 GEAR will use the Roadmap to plan and guide the production of deliverables in terms of their 
timing, management and policy-relevance and linkage to other ongoing processes as well as 
resource needs, ensuring coherence and integration in the implementation of the Roadmap 
across various working strands and subsidiary bodies and communicating the progress and 
possible obstacles, including with allocation of resources to the HODs;  

http://www.thefishsite.com/fishnews/22418/baltic-sea-expeditions-highlight-critical-need-for-marine-protected-areas#sthash.PGLnPlWo.dpuf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79413&folderId=2607943&name=DLFE-55881.pdf
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 the HELCOM subsidiary bodies will use the Roadmap to guide prioritization in their work as well as 
contribution to/production of specific deliverables, in a manner coordinated with other ongoing 
HELCOM and external processes. 

Streamlining of HELCOM 

The Meeting  

 considered the first part of the proposal for streamlining of HELCOM - directions and solutions for 
streamlined HELCOM activities, covering the strengths and challenges of HELCOM and possible solutions 
to meet the challenges, recommendations for establishing and implementing priorities, as well as for 
improved workflows. The proposal is based on the outcome of the work carried out by the Task Group 
on Streamlining which consisted of members from six Contracting Parties – Denmark, European Union, 
Finland, Germany, Russian Federation and Sweden – in addition to the Secretariat, as well as the 
outcome of HELCOM HOD 45-2014. 

 endorsed the directions and solutions for streamlining HELCOM activities (document 2-2 to HABITAT 16 
Meeting), taking into account the comments by the Contracting Parties,  

 considered the proposed renewed working structure of HELCOM that is the second part of the overall 
streamlining proposal, also developed based on the work of the Task Group as well as the outcome of 
HELCOM HOD 45-2014. 

 decided that the following groups will continue to be part of the HELCOM structure: GEAR, MARITIME, 
RESPONSE, HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG, as well as supported the establishment of the working group 
based on combined LAND and LOAD groups. The Meeting agreed that the name ‘PRESSURE’ would 
better fit the group than INPUT.  

 discussed the proposed new working group ‘NATURE’ that would substitute the current groups HABITAT 
and MONAS according to the proposal by the Task Group.  

 took note that the majority of the Contracting Parties supported the establishment of the new group in 
the proposed form as it builds on a number of commonalities between MONAS and HABITAT for their 
better integration and it provides an integrated perspective of HELCOM monitoring, indicators and 
assessment work, e.g., allowing for focusing on prioritized issues such as delivery of one of the major 
HELCOM products – the next holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea by 2016.  

 took note that Germany could not at present support the establishment of the group ‘NATURE’ and that 
according to the German view it would combine too many issues for which different expertise would be 
needed and that there is not a sufficient number of issues which might be of interest for both groups, 
i.e. HABITAT and MONAS.  

 discussed how to find a viable way forward that would combine both the original proposal as well as to 
accommodate German concerns and established a drafting group consisting of Germany, EU, Finland, 
Denmark and the Secretariat, which discussed this further.  

 Based on the discussions by the drafting group, the Meeting agreed that biodiversity-related work 
should maintain a prominent place in the new HELCOM working structure and suggested that a self-
contained part in the new working structure dealing with, e.g., marine protected areas (MPAs) and red-
listed species and habitats, could be further considered to find an optimal set up as a way to secure 
continued strong attention to nature conservation and biodiversity protection. The Meeting discussed 
the idea to have two co-chairs: one representing the monitoring/assessment matters and the other 
representing biodiversity, and found that it could be a part of the solution for the future set up.  

 agreed to establish a time-limited group on fisheries with a task to address primarily biodiversity-
fisheries interaction issues. 

 agreed to establish the agriculture group to deal with agriculture-related issues. 
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 agreed that the Task Group for Streamlining should be tasked to finalize the Terms of Reference of the 
new groups. The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to submit written comments to the proposed 
Terms of Reference of the new groups by 24 March 2014 to the Secretariat 
(monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi) with a view to arrange a meeting of the Streamlining Task Group, 
extended to all Contracting Parties, before the end of April (date to be decided separately). This should 
enable to finalize the discussion on the new structure for adoption by HOD 46-2014 and launch the new 
groups thereafter. 

 considered the information on planned meetings within HELCOM, based on its earlier decisions on the 
new working structure, and decided to keep the original schedule of meetings during spring 2014 with a 
correction that HELCOM Agriculture and Environment Forum will take place on 7-8 April 2014 in Tallinn, 
Estonia. 

Matters arising from the subsidiary bodies 

Nature Conservation and Biodiversity (HELCOM HABITAT) 

The Meeting 

 considered the draft revised HELCOM Recommendation on coastal and marine Baltic Sea protected 
areas (HELCOM MPAs), taking into consideration the comments provided by Denmark, Germany and 
Sweden.  

 further revised the Recommendation and agreed on an additional consultation procedure on the 
proposed changes by 21 March 2014 after which the Draft Recommendation is deemed to be regarded 
adopted as HELCOM Recommendation 35/1, as long as an agreement is reached on the proposed small 
fine-tuning.  

 took note of the outcome of the Regional Workshop on the Valuation of Marine and Coastal Ecosystem 
Services in the Baltic Sea and welcomed this joint initiative by HELCOM, UNEP, Sweden and the Nordic 
Council of Ministers (NCM), and HELCOM’s engagement into the work on socio-economic considerations 
in marine environment protection, which will result in a UNEP report. 

 considered the follow-up work on valuation of ecosystem services proposed by the Secretariat and 
Sweden and especially pointed to incorporating socio-economic knowledge in HOLAS II, BalticSTERN 
outcomes and ecosystem-based MSP that could be prioritised in further work.  

 supported the idea to seek further partnership with NCM and interested Contracting Parties for 
developing a more concrete proposal how to take forward this work in HELCOM. 

Monitoring and Assessment Group (HELCOM MONAS) 

The Meeting 

 noted that MONAS has planned to arrange a session on marine litter during its meeting in April 2013.  

 decided to arrange the HELCOM work on Regional Action Plan for Marine Litter, utilizing the OSPAR 
approach on development of their Regional Action Plan, noting the view by Denmark that there should 
be room for public hearing period after HELCOM 36-2015 has prepared the basis for the Action Plan, 
and therefore it might be premature to expect that HELCOM 36-2015 would be adopting the Action 
Plan. The Meeting agreed that it is too early to decide on the exact deadline for adoption of the regional 
Action Plan for marine litter. The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to consider supporting/leading 
the activities for the development of the Action Plan, and welcomed the offer by Germany to consider 
hosting the second workshop. 

Institutional and organisational matters of the Commission 

The Meeting 

 decided to prolong the contract of Executive Secretary Ms. Monika Stankiewicz by three years, i.e., 1 
February 2015 – 30 January 2018, as supported by the Heads of Delegation. 

mailto:monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi
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 took note of the prolongation of the contract for Professional Secretary Hermanni Backer for the next 
three-year period, i.e., 1 March 2015 – 28 February 2018. 

 took note of the information by the Executive Secretary on the appointment of the new Professional 
Secretary, Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky, Russia, for LAND/LOAD/Fish&Env Forum/Agri&Env Forum for a 
three-year period as of 1 July 2014. 

 

12. HELCOM FISH-PRO II 1-2014, Warsaw, Poland, 18-20 March 2014 

Coastal fish monitoring in the Contracting Parties 

The Meeting  

 welcomed Mr. Helmut Winkler and Mr. Norbert Schulz, Germany, as new experts to the project, 

appreciated German participation in FISH-PRO II 1/2014 and encouraged their future involvement in 

the project. 

 encouraged Germany to continue the fish monitoring activities and suggested that Germany should 

assess coastal fish community status preferentially in August in order to be comparable with 

assessments in other monitoring areas. The Meeting also emphasised that additional financial support 

might be needed for the coastal fish monitoring activities in Germany. 

 emphasised the importance of starting coastal fish monitoring activities in Poland and thanked the 

Chief Inspectorate for Environmental Protection of Poland for funding the monitoring activities.  

 encouraged Poland to revisit the choice of gear and monitoring strategy and recommended to as far as 

possible use the same gear in all monitoring areas preferentially Nordic multimesh coastal survey nets 

and to as far as possible monitor the same stations over consecutive years. 

 stressed the long-term continuation of the coastal fish monitoring in Estonia, Germany, Latvia, 

Lithuania and Poland and that monitoring should preferentially be carried out on an annual basis and 

encouraged the Contracting Parties to look for possibilities to finance their participation and 

contribution in HELCOM projects. 

 welcomed the coastal fish indicator reports provided by the BASE project and appreciated the Russian 

contribution to the work on coastal fish indicators. 

 encouraged Russia to, in their coastal fish assessments, consider focusing on one or a couple of gears 

and a specific time of the year, preferentially August and base the indicator calculations on CPUE in 

order to be comparable to other areas in the Baltic Sea and invited the Russian experts to participate in 

the future work of HELCOM FISH-PRO II.  

Coastal fish core indicators 

The Meeting  

 considered the contribution of FISH-PRO II to the CORESET II work in relation to the Roadmap of 
HELCOM activities and agreed on the following timetable for the work of the project:  

 Refinement and development of the scientific concept, assessment units and methodology and 
coordinated monitoring. Via electronic correspondence: March 2014 – September 2014 

 Discussions of achievements so far: CORESET II meeting in early fall 2014 

 Updating of core indicators and status assessments: September – December 2014 

 Finalizing core indicator reports: January – February 2015 

 Final review of core indicator reports: HELCOM FISH-PRO II annual meeting 2015 
(February/March) 

http://portal.helcom.fi:81/meetings/HELCOM%20FISH-PRO%20II%201-2014-88/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%20FISH-PRO%20II%201-2014.pdf
http://portal.helcom.fi:81/meetings/HELCOM%20FISH-PRO%20II%201-2014-88/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%20FISH-PRO%20II%201-2014.pdf
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 agreed that the core indicators for coastal fish in the HELCOM monitoring areas should be updated to 
include data until 2013 and status assessment of each indicator should be carried out by 31 October 
2014 and submitted to the Project Manager (jens.olsson@slu.se) for further update of the core 
indicator fact sheets with the following exceptions: in Germany and Denmark there will be trend-based 
assessments and in Latvia and Lithuania there will be no updates of the indicators and assessments due 
to lack of funding (Latvia) and lack of update of data in Lithuania. 

 agreed that coastal fish assessments in Denmark should preferentially be based on data from August.  

 agreed to come back to the discussion on size related indicators and mean trophic level as possible 
candidate core indicators for HELCOM CORESET II by the next meeting and meanwhile to perform more 
analysis on the indicators and to look into both the “Size structure of piscivores” and “Size structure of 
key species”. The indicator “Size structure of piscivores” could be applicable to the majority of 
monitoring programmes. 

 agreed to look into the potential solutions to for data management arrangement for coastal fish core 
indicators in the next Meeting, e.g. including it in the upcoming HELCOM biodiversity data portal or the 
ICES data portal. 

 

Time schedule for the future work 

The Meeting agreed on the following update of the time schedule of HELCOM FISH-PRO II: 

Project year 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Activity  -Application for funding 
for ”recruitment area 
mapping” workshop 
from the Nordic Council 
of Ministers  

-First calculation of 
indicators  and 
assessment in additional 
monitoring areas 

-Continue 
calculation of 
indicators  and 
assessment in 
additional 
monitoring 
areas 

-”Recruitment 
area mapping” 
workshop  
pending funding 

-Review 
state-
pressure 
relationship 
for coastal 
fish 
indicators 

 

-Preparation 
of 3

rd
 

thematic 
assessment 
of coastal fish 
status 

 

 

Deliverable* -IFS CORE 
indicators 

-BSEFs 
HELCOM 
monitoring 
areas 

-Short report on the 
potential use of 
commercial catch 
statistics for coastal fish 
assessments 

-Update of coastal fish 
monitoring guideline 

-First 
recruitment 
area mapping 
report pending 
funding 

-Update of IFS 
CORE indicators 
(data until 2013) 

-Update 
BSEFs 
HELCOM 
coastal fish 
monitoring 
areas (data 
until 2014) 

-Update of 
IFS CORE 
indicators 
(data until 
2015) 

-Update of 
coastal fish 
monitoring 
guideline (if 
needed) 

 

- 3
rd

 thematic 
assessment 
of coastal fish 
status, as 
BSEPs 
publication 

 considered the input of the project for the upcoming HELCOM holistic assessment to be finilised in 
2016 and agreed that one deliverable could be updated coastal fish core indicators and assessments 
pending national funding for updating the indicators and performing the assessments. 

 discussed the scope of the next thematic assessment of coastal fish status to be published in 2018 and 
was of the opinion that the assessment could include aggregation principles and methods for indicator 
based assessments; review of the work done since the last thematic assessment including the role of 
essential habitats, the use of commercial catch statistics for indicator development and status 

mailto:jens.olsson@slu.se
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assessments and links between indicators and pressures; status assessment based on a spatial 
approach. The Meeting agreed to revisit these suggestions in the coming Meetings. 

 agreed to organise the next Meeting of HELCOM FISH-PRO II on 10-12 February 2015. The Meeting 
considered arranging the next meeting in cooperation with the Joint Research Centre of the EC at Ispra, 
Italy. This could serve as a good opportunity to exchange knowledge and ideas on indicator work and 
assessments within the MSFD between the HELCOM FISH-PRO II and JRC. The Meeting agreed that the 
Secretariat and the Chair will look further into the possibility for arranging the joint Meeting. The 
Meeting also thanked Denmark for the willingness to host the next Meeting in case it is not possible to 
arrange in it in cooperation with JRC. 

 

13. HELCOM GEAR 6-2014, Berlin, Germany 26-27 March 2013 

 
CORESET II 

The Meeting  

 recognised the urgent need to appoint additional Task Managers for CORESET II. 

 pointed out the need to agree as soon as possible on which candidate indicators to develop further, to 
put more emphasis on the development of pressure indicators as well as to seek for opportunities to 
collaborate on some of the indicators together with e.g. OSPAR ICG-COBAM and the expertise from 
HELCOM projects and expert groups. 

 was concerned that the limited number of Contracting Parties participating in the development of 
some of the indicators might result in that the indicators are not endorsed by all Contracting Parties, 
and that a better use of the HELCOM expert network in the development of the indicator could 
alleviate this problem. 

 was of the opinion that the set of indicators need to be consolidated for the use in the holistic 
assessment and embedded into the national processes. 

 agreed to take the previously mentioned issues into account in the work within CORESET II and 
requested the Contracting Parties to report their current drafts of national indicators that have been 
reported to the MSFD as well as indicators being nationally developed with the aim of being taken up 
in the monitoring programmes. The Meeting agreed that this reporting is to be done by filling in a 
table provided by and to be returned to the Project Manager (lena.avellan@helcom.fi) by 25 April 
2014. The Meeting further agreed that the Project Manager should analyse the match been national 
indicators and HELCOM indicators to examine which HELCOM indicators have a good back up in 
national processes, and present the results to the next meeting of HELCOM GEAR with the view that 
the meeting will use the results of the analysis for further consideration of development of indicators. 

 

BALSAM 

The Meeting  

 took note of the information on the progress report of the BALSAM project as presented by the 
Secretariat and endorsed the work done within the project. 

 further took note of the comment by Finland pointing out that the project was set up to support the 
development and implementation of monitoring programmes and that the planned gap analysis versus 
needs of the MSFD to be performed by BALSAM now seems redundant since countries are soon to 
report their MSFD monitoring programmes.   

 was of the opinion that the work of BALSAM should be reviewed with the view of better serving the 
need of the Contracting Parties. The Meeting agreed to ask the MORE project in cooperation with the 
BALSAM project steering group, to review the process and the overall approach and to make sure that 
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resources will be used in the best way and to consider whether it could be possible to redirect the use 
of the resources within the BALSAM project.  

 

Second holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) 

The Meeting  

 took note of the draft project description of a second holistic assessment of ecosystem health of the 
Baltic Sea, as presented by the Secretariat, and of the proposal to update the HELCOM assessment 
tools as part of the project, base the assessment on the DPSIR-approach, and include a strengthened 
component of social and economic analyses compared to the previous holistic assessment in 
agreement with the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting.  

 agreed that the holistic assessment should be based on the DPSIR-approach but with the understanding 
that A1 (pressure), A2 (state) and A3 (impact on society) would be elaborated in detail while A4 
(response/measures) and A5 (appropriateness of measures) should be carried out with less depth and 
presented as e.g. a discussion chapter. 

 noted that Denmark and Poland raised study reservations on including A4 and A5.  

 agreed to use HELCOM core indicators as a basis for the project and acknowledged the need for 
continued development of pre-core and candidate indicators. 

 discussed the possibility to postpone the finalization of the holistic report e.g. to mid-2017, with the 
understanding that substantial work will be ready already by end of 2016 but that some more months 
will be needed for finalising the final product. Postponing the assessment would also allow for better 
alignment with the planned assessment in OSPAR. 

 stressed the intention to use the holistic assessment as roof report for the 2018 MSFD reporting and 
also to support a strengthened regional coherence and the implementation of the Baltic Sea Action 
Plan.  

 discussed the two alternative structures for Project Management presented in the proposal and agreed 
that the project should be coordinated by a Chair and a core team representing the Contracting Parties. 
The Meeting also proposed that the Chair and core team could be supported by a project coordinator. 

 mandated the Secretariat to seek external funding for HOLAS II. 

 agreed that further comments to the project proposal are to be sent to the Professional Secretary 
(ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi) at latest by 1 May 2014 and that comments should be coordinated at the 
national level. 

 

Roadmap of HELCOM activities on Ecosystem Approach 

The Meeting  

 took note of the Roadmap of HELCOM activities on Ecosystem Approach, as presented by the 
Secretariat and discussed the planned activities on the HELCOM Roadmap and how to prioritize the 
future work, recalling that the activities outlined on the HELCOM Roadmap have been agreed by the 
2013 HELCOM Ministerial meeting.  

 proposed to prioritize the following issues within the Roadmap, as regards timing of project 
implementation: 

HIGHEST PRIORITY: 

- the development of a holistic assessment, which would also cover other activities on the 

Roadmap including the development of assessment tools and pressure indicators, and  
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- the Regional Action Plan (RAP) on marine litter, recognizing that it would also serve to 

strengthen work on regional coherence in the Baltic Sea marine region, and that continued 

cooperation with OSPAR should be sought on the issue of marine litter; 

 

2nd PRIORITY: 

- the ongoing PLUS-project developing and modernizing the Pollution Load database, being 

critical for the follow up the HELCOM nutrient load reduction scheme; 

- the MORE project to finalize the monitoring guidelines and update of the recommendation 

19/3 as outlined in the Roadmap; 

3rd PRIORITY:  

- continued work within the PROTECT project. The Meeting proposed to split the work of 

PROTECT in two parts and to start with the allocation of funds for the agreed modernization of 

the database for protected areas as a first step followed by the assessment of ecological 

coherence as a second step, taking note of the information from the EC that a contract is under 

way that will assess the criteria used to assess ecological coherence of the MPA networks. 

GEAR asked the secretariat to revise the project proposal accordingly. 

- development of the biodiversity database including to provide data to the HELCOM holistic 

assessment. 

 requested the Secretariat to inform GEAR on the specific request of Contracting Parties to support 
funding of the activities outlined on the Roadmap with funds not yet allocated. 

 


